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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1-1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1, line 3, "are" 
is suggested to be changed to -being--; line 7, "is" is being suggested to be changed to -being-; 
line 17, "tank," is suggested to be changed to -tank;-; hne 18, "are" is suggested to be changed 
to —being—. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entiUed to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

3. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being anticipated by Lau et al. (WO 
98/52031). 

The present invention relates to an electrophoresis separator comprising an 
electroplioresis tank and a receiving tank as its main body, the electrophoresis separator is 
characterized by 
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1 


the receiving tank is used for placing carriers therein and provided with a slot on each 
side thereof to communicate with said electrophoresis tank; 


2 


one side of each of said carriers is provided with a notch in corresponding to one of the 
slots 


3 


a bottom blocking piece is provided at the bottom of the receiving tank directly covers 
the bottoms of said carriers and crevices between the notches and the receiving tank, and 
blocking sheets being inserted into the slots and notches, 

the blocking sheets are removed from the slots and notches after gel filled in the carriers is 
fixed and shaped, thus the gel contacts with the electric conducting liquid in the 
electrophoresis tank through said slots and notches 


4 


the other ends of the bodies of the gel in the carriers contacts the electric conducting 
liquid in the receiving tank through upper openings of the carriers directly 


5 


electric current floating is resulted to cause an effect of molecule separation and analysis 
for samples in the gel 



(summary of claim 1) 



Lau etal. disclose a gel casting and electrophoresis device comprising an integrated 
frame assembly adapted to hold a gel cassette having an edge and including a bottom sealing 
mean which is movable from a first position for sealing the edge of the gel cassette for gel 
casting to a second position for the edge of the gel cassette to contact a buffer medium for 
electrophoresis (claim 1). Thus, the present claims are anticipated by the disclosure of Lau et aL 

Conclusion 



4. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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examiner should be directed to Ling-Siu Choi whose telephone number is 571-272-1098, 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
David Wu, can be reach on 571-272-1 1 14. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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